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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

It is critical for a leadership from among American Muslims to specifically engage itself with American foreign relations. A rare opportunity has arisen in this nation to shape the country’s policies towards a mutually agreeable and constructive path for Muslim and American leaders.

Muslims for Peace, Justice, and Progress, a diverse national coalition of Muslim-American leaders, has the cohesiveness and focus of purpose to achieve this goal. Formed before Barack Obama’s election in 2008, the nonprofit organization provides the infrastructure to directly engage Muslim American citizens in American international relations, and thus to pave the way for open societies within Muslim countries around the world. Since Muslim-majority societies often suffer from horrible forms of oppression and injustice, and since no current Muslim American organization specifically focuses on American international relations, the need for this type of work is self-evident. 

Our prior background as Muslim-American community organizers has provided us with a nuanced understanding of the needs and wishes of Muslim communities in this country. Ruby Amatulla, the Executive Director of our organization, previously organized the American Muslim Iraq Peace Initiative (see: http://www.amipi.org), a coalition of 22 notable American Muslim organizations dedicated to peace and justice in post-invasion Iraq. This coalition included directors and board members from the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the Islamic Society of North America, the Muslim Public Affairs Council, the Universal Muslim Association of America, the Islamic Center of America, and numerous others. Ali Behzadnia, MD, served as a cabinet member within Bani Sadr’s government in 1980s-era revolutionary Iran, but dedicated himself to peaceful spiritual and social reforms later in life as a physician and as an immigrant to America. Melody Moezzi, JD, MPH, provides an authorial voice and an insider’s perspective on the real lives and concerns of American Muslims, as an NPR commentator and as a Huffington Post columnist. Jeff Garrison, MD, provides the intellectual leadership and cultural experience within both American and Muslim societies to ensure this campaign’s success. Both Dr. Iffat Khan, pathologist and co-founder of the Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation, and Reem Elghonimi, computer engineer and esteemed Muslim speaker in the Texas region, provide a voice for equitable and just gender relations in the Muslim world. Numerous college graduates from esteemed universities such as the University of California Berkeley and University of Notre Dame provide the student leadership necessary to mobilize grassroots support among American youth for this campaign. Gazi Alankus, a software engineer by profession, provides the visionary leadership to ensure a successful Internet marketing campaign. 
We are seeking seed money and funding for an extended project to build the political, social, and intellectual momentum for this engagement. These expenses include office funding, travel expenses, and logistics. We have held former planning seminars for this project which specifically targeted Iranian American communities and notable Iranian leaders, and we have encountered fantastic success. Leadership summits have been held in California, the Midwest, and the East Coast, including a specific seminar related to engagement with Iran in Atlanta, Georgia. 
PROJECT BACKGROUND
It is long overdue that a visionary and forceful leadership should arise from among American Muslims to build peaceful bridges and to promote constructive engagements between America and the Muslim world. A more harmonious people-to-people understanding can help to confrontational and costly affairs that exist between these two polarized camps of humanity. 
The power of trust and goodwill between nations can overcome barriers erected by colluding vested interests. In today’s global society, government-to-government engagement can exist if mutual dialogue exists. These open societies can be brought about through active citizen involvement on the international front. 
It is imperative in our time to pursue citizens’ diplomacy in order to address violations of human rights, misuse of power and money, and confrontational international relations. The causes of these injustices are often avoidable, but they occur due to misguided policies pursued by vested elites and servants of mistaken ideologies. Openness and international exposure can serve as a solution for such governmental discrepancies. 

Citizen diplomacy is especially important when one considers the relationship between Muslim-majority societies and Western societies. Closed-door authoritarian governments in many Muslim-majority societies can collude with special interests in Western societies, or they can confront Western societies in an ultimately futile rhetorical battle. Both of these policy options harm the interests and welfare of individuals in both countries.  

These injustices could be minimized if openness and people-to-people dialogue existed. If we wish to bring reforms in places where authoritarian governments exist, a citizens’ delegation can engage governments and initiate informal, behind-the-scenes communications that yield constructive results. If an open society engages a society that is mismanaged by a closed-door, authoritarian government, this outreach helps to open up the closed society to the world and compels it to become more transparent and accountable.
Modern American history is a testament to two critically important policy decisions:

1) America pursued détente with the Soviet Union during the later part of the Cold War. This foreign policy strategy averted much more tragic alternatives. 

2) America reached out to China in 1972, leading to the emergence of China as a regional economic power and facilitating its eventual growth into a global power. 
Both choices demonstrate visionary moves that utilized intermediaries to break stalemates and overcome past barriers. These choices initiated much more positive directions for the future. America has lost that vision within the Muslim world. 
Similar visionary moves are imperative in the Muslim world today. Muslim societies consist of well over one-fifth of humanity and control 76% of the oil reserves of the globe. Unless and until breathtakingly creative diplomatic moves occur that dismantle past detrimental barriers for this fast-growing segment of humanity, progress and prospects will succumb to volatility and disorder. Enormously costly military engagements will only increase the present confrontations that currently exist, and it could exacerbate the irresponsible proliferation of nuclear arsenals.
American Muslims could bring about a solution to this deadlock. If this community is properly empowered with a legitimate national presence and a clean slate, a visionary leadership can emerge which is conversant with the mindset and modus operandi on both sides. This activism needs to be both political and social, and it needs to act on both a national and international level. American Muslims could serve as behind-the-scenes intermediaries and could engage in critical international negotiations that fostered human rights and bilateral interests.
Realizing all of these opportunities, a group of dedicated American Muslims have formed MPJP, with a mission to establish a healthy dialogue between America and the Muslim world. There is no such leadership that exists today, but there exists an enormous need for this leadership. Many past blunders could have been avoided and rendered more productive if such a leadership had existed in the past. 
If America retained the trust and goodwill it once shared with the Muslim world long ago, America could have achieved its objectives at a fraction of the price it already paid, not to mention without the incalculable pain and suffering that has occurred. The impact of trust in all human affairs is ephemeral yet essential, especially among affairs of nations.  America can regain its standing in the Muslim world, and the Muslim world can gain the speed of social, political, and economic transformations necessary for the interests and welfare of their people. This is our vision. 
This effective and powerful voice could easily be raised from among American Muslims. The PEW report recently revealed that 65% of this minority were born in foreign countries, an obvious sign that they are closely conversant with the societies they came from. This familiarity is an enormous advantage if we wish to establish a dialogue which can eliminate the prejudices, distrust, and misconceptions built over years by vested interests within both camps. Many of the American Muslims are the cream of the crop within many lands, and as the PEW report established, they are a well-educated and accomplished minority in America with mainstream values and lifestyles. 
What the PEW report failed to expose adequately is that the majority of Muslim Americans are dismayed with the confrontational relationships between America and the greater world community of Muslims (‘umma’ in Arabic). They are frustrated, and they feel helpless regarding the ‘Islamophobia’ they face at home coupled with the degradation of the societies from which they came. We believe that we can stimulate and mobilize this minority in order to offer them a way to become a catalyst of change. 
We also trust in this nation to support us and empower us in order to facilitate a win-win situation. This is the nation which has remained resilient and versatile through quite difficult periods of transformation. This is one of the most self-reflective, self-critical, and changeable nations in the world. Its greatness lies not in its military power or its wealth, but in its values, principles, and vision of human dignity. We believe that this is the best place in this planet to spearhead a pioneering international movement of peace, justice, and progress.
We bring this appeal to progressive and visionary philanthropic individuals who understand our vision and its potential. We hope to labor towards this path of peace, justice, and progress.
ACTIVITY SUMMARY, 2009 CALENDAR YEAR

February 13-15, 2009: MPJP Southern California Summit. Laguna Niguel, CA.
· Roundtable discussion between Muslim American community leaders from the West Coast and Midwest regarding MPJP goals and media strategies.
· Discussed issues regarding minority rights and self-determination that occur among Muslim-Americans.

· Discussed policy proposals to engage Congressional and civil society leaders.

· Discussed long-term engagement possibilities in the Los Angeles region.

· Discussed financial contacts and fundraising efforts within the Orange County and Los Angeles regions.

· Discussed the holistic political and social nature of the organization.
March 2009: North American Colleges Outreach Project 

· Outreached to over 170 Muslim Student Association (MSA) student groups at United States universities in order to advance our program goals.

· Outreached to 26 major Canadian universities with similar objectives.
· Engaged in direct partnerships with student leaders from Yale University, Notre Dame, Georgia State, Virginia Tech, University of Arizona, University of Guelph, and multiple other North American universities. 

March 2009: North American Media Outreach Project

· Targeted outreach to progressive print and online periodicals regarding our mission statement and program goals, including the following: American Prospect, Arts and Letters, AlterNet COA News, Columbus Free Press, Common Dreams, Consortium News, CounterPunch, Dissent Magazine, Dissident Voice, Earth Blog, Global Politician, In Motion, Jackson Free Press, Jackson Progressive, Monthly Review, People’s Weekly World, Morning Star Online, Social Policy, Sojourners, Texas Observer, The Week, Yes Magazine, Z Magazine, Salon, The Raw Story, The Progressive, and others.
March 20, 2009: MPJP Media Outreach Seminar. San Diego, CA.

· Professionally videotaped seminar by MPJP Executive Board members, entitled “Understanding Islam” as part of a larger Internet outreach campaign.

· Formation of www.mpjp.org, a professionally designed website exclaiming mission statement, immediate and long-term goals, and contact information for interested parties.

April and May 2009: Muslim American Mobilization Project

· Engaged prominent Muslim American nongovernmental organizations around common themes in an open petition written to President Barack Obama regarding common goals.

· Muslim American leaders signing the petition of solidarity included members from MPJP, Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC), Council for American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), Centre for Muslim States and Societies, Minaret of Freedom Institute, American Islamic Fellowship, International Quranic Center, Islamic Society of Atlanta, OurBeacon, Deen Research Center, Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy, Quran Society, Quran Research Group, Friends of Humanity, Islamic Reform, Noor Research Corp, BoomGen Studios, World Muslim Congress, Muslim Institute London, Muslim Canadian Congress, Islamic Research Foundation International, American Kurdish Information Network, Free-Minds, and others.
· Professors and faculty members also signed the petition of solidarity, with leaders from Yale University, NYU, UC Berkeley, University of Notre Dame, Oxford University, Florida International University, Muslim Students Association, University of California San Diego, Santa Clara University, Emory University School of Law, Virginia Tech, San Diego State University, Troy University, Louisville University, University of Texas at Austin, Georgia State University, F’rat University, Center for Law Information Indonesia, the University of Arizona, and others.
July 19, 2009: MPJP National Conference, Midwest Initiative. Dallas, TX. 

· Consolidation of MPJP Executive Board and Steering Committee members.
· Discussed fundraising strategies in the Dallas-Fort Worth region and immediate future plans for Executive Board members to initiate fundraising opportunities.
· Discussed campaigns for engagement with foreign governments and elected officials.

· Discussed the role of Muslim Americans as a minority American group with great leadership potential and great possibilities in American civil society, as they have comprehensive cultural knowledge and can shape the future of American foreign policy discussions.  

August 29, 2009: MPJP Southern Conference at Emory University - “Bridging the Gap: An American Muslim Leadership to Foster Dialogue and Diplomacy between America and Iran”

· See Addendum #1 at end of yearly report for detailed project goals.

· Met with prominent progressives and leaders in the Iranian, Muslim-American, and Iranian-American communities, including Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi, Columbia University Professor and Chair Hamid Dabashi, University of Michigan Professor Juan Cole, Lake Forest Professor Ahmad Sadri, Emory University professors Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im and Richard Martin, author and attorney Melody Moezzi, and prominent Atlanta Iranian-American and Muslim-American leaders.

· Outreached to famous Iranian and American activists and nongovernmental organizations, including Amnesty International, Fellowship on Reconciliation, esteemed political activist Akbar Ganji, professor and NPR commentator Nader Hashemi, Columbia professor Hossein Kamaly, author and CBS news commentator Reza Aslan, head of the National Iranian American Council Trita Parsi, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, and others.

· Discussed preparation for our imminent campaign to encourage cooperative engagement between America and Iran. 
· Received fantastic amounts of support for our Iran initiative

· Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi promised on-the-ground support in Iran regarding travel, logistics, and activist networking.

· Columbia chair and professor Hamid Dabashi promised to help mobilize the Iranian-American community regarding these efforts.

· Amnesty International Southern Regional Director Jared Feuer promised to help us out from the NGO sector and serve as an advisor.

· Melody Moezzi, NPR commentator and Huffington Post columnist, promised to help as a translator and publicist for MPJP’s goals among both Americans and Iranians.

· Atlanta Iranian-American leaders promised to mobilize the Atlanta community around this initiative based upon international cooperation.

September and October 2009: National Fundraising Campaign

· Outreached to numerous foundations regarding prospective funding efforts for the 2010 calendar year, including the esteemed Open Society Institute, the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Foundation, the Dr. Scholl Foundation, the Muslim American Society, and others, along with private donors.

· Continued the National Fundraising Campaign, with successes among the Iowa and Texas communities.
November 2009

· Article published in www.altmuslim.com, “A Monumental Task for American Muslims”

· http://www.altmuslim.com/a/a/print/3408/
· Successful meeting with acclaimed author and Hollywood producer Kamran Pasha, JD, regarding fundraising and political strategy.

· Scheduled radio interview on Robert Salaam’s “The American Muslim Radio Show”
· Forthcoming article on Islamic ideology in relation to violence for international periodical published by the Search for Common Ground.
· Forthcoming December meeting with Imam Zaid Shakir.
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER PROFILES

Ruby Amatulla
Ruby Amatulla graduated from the Carlson School of Management of the University of Minnesota. She worked with 3M and Champion International as an internal and management auditor for several years before starting her own business, GNL USA. She ran the business for many years. Recently, she has become a fully devoted peace and justice activist. As the co-founder and Executive Director of MPJP, she provides the business leadership to maintain this organization’s success for many years to come.

Iffat Khan, MD
Dr. Iffat Khan is a pathologist by profession. A U.S. citizen originally from India, she has been in the USA for 34 years. Dr. Khan's social activism led her to co-found the Texas Muslim Women's Foundation (TMWF), a non-profit organization dedicated to the empowerment of Muslim women. Dr. Khan served as the Vice-President of TMWF from its inception in 2005 till 2008. She was instrumental in formulating organization policies and guidelines, and played a key role in fundraising success and promotion to Muslim organizations and the community-at-large in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Dr. Khan has a keen interest in promoting the welfare of American Muslims within American society at large, and in fostering an accurate understanding of Islam.

Matthew Cappiello
Matthew Cappiello is a student and political activist from California, originally of European descent. After graduating from UC Berkeley in 2008, Matthew has decided to devote further energies towards mobilizing and uniting American Muslims towards what Martin Luther King described as "the long and bitter, but beautiful struggle for a new world". This struggle has political, judicial, medical, socioeconomic, and environmental implications, all of which are equally necessary to ensure global peace, justice, and progress. Currently serving as MPJP's Outreach Director, Matthew hopes to utilize the organization to build further support among all Americans for just and humanitarian foreign policy in the Muslim world.
Chibuzo Ohanaja

Chibuzo graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 2009 with degrees in Political Science, Arabic, and Middle Eastern Studies. During his time at Notre Dame, he was President of the Muslim Student Association from 2008-2009 and Co-Coordinator of the Notre Dame Interfaith Fellowship. His interests and studies within political science and Muslim affairs ultimately led him to his contributions as part of MPJP, in hopes that the organization could truly help to build successful bridges between the Western and Muslim worlds. He hopes to continue his studies in graduate school within international affairs, Arabic, and religious studies. Additionally, he currently writes and researches pluralism, sociology, politics and Muslim philosophy for the think tank organization Deen Research Center.

Reem Elghonimi
Reem Elghonimi is a naturalized U.S. citizen originally from Cairo, Egypt. Raised in Texas since the age of six while her father completed his PhD, Reem graduated as valedictorian of her 5A high school. She still enjoys residing in Texas, and she is currently working on her own graduate studies in the humanities. For the last eight years in the north Texas area, she has been the most widely called upon female Muslim speaker to teach about Islam’s contributions to world civilization, as well as historical interactions between the Muslim world and the West and the role of women in Islam. She is dedicated to MPJP’s goal of constructing optimistic discourse for both Americans and Muslims worldwide, in order to peacefully resolve the world’s most pressing issues — the necessary preamble to hope and peace in global relations.

Gazi Alankus
Gazi was born in Turkey and lived there most of his life. He received his BS and MS degrees in computer engineering from Middle East Technical University in 2002 and 2005. He is currently a graduate student in Washington University in St. Louis, pursuing a Ph.D. in computer science. Apart from his scientific work, he has held many leadership positions in university-wide student groups, and has worked as a software engineer for four years while getting his BS and MS degrees. He maintains a number of websites and shares a software development company with his brother. He joined MPJP because he believes that the USA’s military involvement in Muslim countries hurts the people of each side, and that the world would be a much better place if all were equal and lived in peace. He thinks that positive ties between the people of foreign countries should be created with organizations such as MPJP, which makes it more difficult for conflicts to occur. As part of the youth-directed movement behind MPJP, Gazi brings his technical expertise and innovative design skills as unique assets to the organization by creating and maintaining its website.

ADDENDUM #1: AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2009 - “BRIDGING THE GAP” AMERICA-IRAN CAMPAIGN
Although Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and the Middle East all remain central in American foreign policy, Iran could play a key role in helping to stabilize all of these regions. Iran could help to thrust this huge, vital, and volatile region termed the Middle East towards progress, so we feel that it is imperative for us to deal with Iran first.

With great influence in the region, this Shia-majority nation could play a vital role towards resolution of sectarian conflicts that would facilitate stability within the Muslim world. If this regional leader opens up and if it demonstrates functioning self-rule, enormously positive repercussions would occur within the entire region. A direct and bilateral relationship between America and Iran will expedite this process. We are cognizant of these possibilities, so we are making Iran a priority.

The recent polarization of leadership within Iran, coupled with the post-election uprising, shows that Iran is ready for a major transformation. If outside involvement offers a way out in a desperate time of economic and social need, profoundly constructive changes could occur. However, outside powers need to be adequately prepared for the difficulty of the job. Our organization can provide them the leverage in order to achieve this task.

PROJECT GOALS

1. Organize a diverse coalition of American Muslim leaders to participate in a citizens’ delegation to Iran, with the primary goal of engaging the Iranian leadership regarding issues of mutual interest between America and Iran.

2. Engage with top officials in Congress and in the Obama administration in order to encourage constructive engagement between America and Iran. (See Project Goals, Addendum #1)

3. Engage with top Iranian officials in order to foster goodwill between America and Iran. These Iranian officials include conservatives, moderates, and progressives. We intend to talk with Rafsanjani, Montazeri, Ahmedinejad, Khatami, Khamenei, and other top leaders, along with human rights activists and Iranian civil society organizations. (See Project Goals, Addendum #2)

4. Work towards international media exposure as to our project through writings, speaking engagements, television and radio interviews, Internet outreach, and other media outlets.
5. Engage with the State Department in order to ensure that logistics are handled properly and efficiently.

6. Engage with both Iranian-American communities and Iranian citizens to ensure that their own needs are met with this citizens’ delegation as well. Influential personalities within the American Iranian leadership can help us to secure connections with top Iranian and American leaders. Notable individuals, including Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi, Columbia University Chair of Iranian Studies Hamid Dabashi, and Iran historian Juan Cole have already promised support.

7. Engage with civil society organizations to coordinate logistics and media support, including interfaith organizations.
Plans for Engagement with US Governmental Leaders
MPJP must convince the Obama administration, the US State Department, and Congressional leadership — including key decision makers within the Foreign Relations Committee, the Armed Services Committee and other committees — that they should remain receptive to direct dialogue with Iran.

a. Work with Muslim-American advisors and appointed officials to strategically connect with important members of the Obama administration.

b. Select scholars, experts, and think tank organizations to consult on Iran. With their help, evaluate the situation in Iran and in the state of America to chart the best course of action. 

c. Persuade decision-makers in America and in Iran to prepare reports that expound upon the need for a constructive relationship between these two strategically important countries — not only for the interests and welfare of their people, but also for the rest of the world. 

1. Persuade lawmakers that Iran is indispensable for America regarding strategic interests within the region. Iran borders both Iraq and Afghanistan, and both countries are extremely important for the success of American foreign policy. America is also critically important for Iran, as it can help Iran to become a regional power and it can help to bring about stability in the region. 
2. Consult with economists and experts regarding methods to achieve economic progress within Iran. Iran needs financial investments from the West in general, and from America in particular. This investment is critical in order for the nation to extricate itself from its downtrodden economic situation due to lower oil prices and infrastructural issues. Investment in its infrastructure — especially within its hydrocarbon industry, its natural gas industry, and other industries — remains indispensable for speedy economic growth. This economic growth will ensure stability, transformation, and prosperity for a fast-growing youth population.
3. Publicize within Congressional and popular circles that Iran’s cooperation with America can reduce the hundreds of billions of dollars in costs for American taxpayers. Assist experts in calculations of lost opportunity costs. We can minimize military involvement and still help to make America achieve its goals within the country and within the region.

4. Persuade lawmakers to build towards a constructive relationship with a Shiite-majority country, which will compel a better relationship between the Sunni-Shiite divide. This action has enormous implications alone. Presently, America retains biased favor towards Sunni countries such as Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Turkey, etc. 
5. Persuade lawmakers that this delegation can help to establish good rapport with the Muslim world in general. It is common knowledge that stability and good governance within the Muslim world remains indispensable for the interests of the West.
Discussion Topics for Engagement with the Iranian Leadership

Careful forethought, as well as academic and intellectual consultation, remains imperative in order for MPJP to engage effectively with the Iranian leadership. Below, a sample list of discussion points provides a preliminary overview of the topics that our organization plans to address.
1.  What assistance do you currently need most from America? 

2.  What are your willing to give up or compromise in order to receive a direct bilateral relationship with America coupled with an assistance and cooperation package? 

3.   If you believe that nuclear defense will provide you strategic power within the region, are you aware of the costs in terms of sanctions, non-cooperation, and adversarial treatment from the West, coupled with direct economic and political bearings that could take Iran to the threshold of internal turmoil? Are you willing to negotiate a better deal to become a strategically important country within the region and within the Muslim world, as an exchange for the pursuit of nuclear weapons? If so, what are your concrete proposals for America? 

4.   In 2003, you presented a comprehensive proposal of cooperation with America that vested interests successfully concealed from the American public, thus consigning it to failure. Would you make such an offer if you received assurance that your offer would receive fair and balanced media attention as well as favorable treatment from the Obama administration? 

5.  Would you alter your rhetoric and political approach with America if you knew that a citizens’ group such as MPJP would relentlessly campaign to expose your stand and message before the American public? Would you alter your approach if we promised not to allow vested interests to destroy or marginalize your offer of cooperation? 

6.   If so, are you willing to sign a non-proliferation treaty, and are you willing to allow the IAEA to conduct periodic and unrestricted inspections? 
7.   A well-known BBC poll in 2008 demonstrated that the vast majority of Muslims worldwide desire Western democracy and freedoms, but do not want them to be imposed.  Further, they want guarantees of freedom of speech, and they do not want religious leaders to have a role in drafting constitutions.  In light of these polls, do you think that recent post-election insurgency coupled with previous turmoil in 1999 and 2004 signals growing discontent by Iranians and growing demands for reform? 

8.   Do you recognize that a global demand for self-rule and accountable governance exists, which remains as an enormously powerful force that shapes the events of a nation? If so, how long and how far would you go to deny your nation that goal? In the long run, do you think you can stop this demand? If we can offer a better way out of the difficult situation you are in through direct people-to-people dialogue and diplomacy, would you take this opportunity? 

9.   You have a vast and fast-growing young generation that champions ideas of open society and freedom through modern communication systems, and you cannot stop them. This young generation grows restless as it compares their status and future with that of the Western world, especially within areas such as freedom, human rights, and economic welfare. They are growing frustrated with their own future and with the way that their society — with the second-largest oil supply in the world — is managed. Would you disregard this fact and let dissension grow, or would you take visionary steps to address it and thus avoid serious confrontation and destruction? We must emphasize that we may see bigger volatility and destruction than the events immediately following the June 12, 2009 elections. 

10. If a group like MPJP works on reconciliation between Sunnis and Shiites, would you help us out? How would you help us out? 

11. Iraq is your neighboring state, and it contains a distinctly Shiite majority. However, unless and until we ensure security for Sunni and Kurdish minority ethnic groups along with a role in the country’s governance, continuous dissension and conflict will lead to destabilization. Unless the empowered and advantaged Shia leadership in Iraq reaches out to other communities, non-cooperation and conflict will grow and will render Shia-majority governance invalid and dysfunctional. As a Shia-majority society with a Shia leadership, what would you do to help to bring stability and long-term viability for Iraq? Remember that their stability has direct bearing on your own stability and internal affairs. If a group like MPJP assists towards a solution proposal for Iraq, would you support us and help us? How will you support us and help us? 

12. Afghanistan is another issue, and the country is your neighbor. If a bilateral relationship is established with the United States, you would have a much better handle on terrorist extremist group, such as — but not limited to — the Taliban. Would you extend such cooperation towards the USA and Afghanistan? How, and in what detail? 

13. You are in a dilemma. Both of your neighbors may move towards openness, pluralism, and alliance with Western powers. You need alliance with these neighbors in order to ensure stability and prosperity. Is it not wise to establish a bilateral relationship with the Western countries in general, and with America in particular? Would it not give you the upper hand in management of affairs within your neighborhood and region, and would it not make you an unquestionable leader in the region? Isn’t this method far better than constant self-defeating rhetorical battles with the West? If a group like MPJP helps to establish your stand and your interests, would you comply with your constitution more fully and amend some clauses to uphold rights for citizens? Your own people would remain happy and economically prosperous, and Iran would become an unquestionable regional power. This could definitely serve as a win-win situation for Iran. Would you reconsider these issues and reevaluate your stand? 

14.  If we can work out a peaceful solution in the Middle East, would you help us? In what ways will you help us? If progress occurs through constructive engagements and persuasion, will you stop aiding Hamas and Hezbollah, and will you help to transform them? Will you help us to help establish justice and peace in that region through our agenda of persuasion, especially in this period in which regional powers are beginning to become conscious of the stalemate that currently exists? How can you contribute to the growing pull of peace-aspiring forces, especially among moderate Israelis and Jewish communities around the world? 

15. Can we communicate your ideas freely and openly to Western societies and thus create a leverage for transformation? 

16. If we disagree with some issues within your stand, will you still remain willing to work with us? 

17. We need to communicate with the Iranian people freely. Will you allow us to do so without your orchestration? 

18. Will you allow your people to communicate freely with us? Your cooperation could reap enormous benefits for your stance in the world, especially within the Western world. This could directly lead to positive benefits for your administration.
19. Would you help to promote dialogue between Iran and adversarial communities such as the Kurds to help promote broader regional cooperation? 

20. Open, accountable, transparent governance and a neutral due process unleashes an enormous force of integration. This integration tends to dissipate dissensions. Considering its long-term and profound effects on Iran, and considering the global force of demand for such rule, would you propose a neutral rule of governance on the basis of emerging and broad social consensus in Iran? If so, what are your suggestions?
